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EARLY HISTORY

          In 1838 an Englishman named Kennedy bought from the U. S. government a tract

of land of about 200 acres and developed it into a farm. It was seven miles from

St. Louis, west of Forest Park on Clayton Road. The center of this farm is now

Claverach Park. The farm extends from Clayton Road to Wydown and from Big Bend

to Hanley.

          Kennedy, with his son's assistance, built a farmhouse at a location that is

now the center island of Crestwood. Dr. Kennedy sold the farm in 1854 to Benjamin

F. Thomas. Mr. Thomas was an attorney who bought the farm in order to retire because 

of failing health. His wife was the former Miss Jane Chambers, a granddaughter

of John Mullanphy, who settled in St, Louis in 1800 and was a distinguished pioneer

and philanthropist in St. Louis.

          The Thomases had seven children. One of these Catherine, married John L.

Boland. John Lewis Boland was born March 2, 1840 at Bolington, Virginia. He attended

Calvert College in Maryland and was a student there at the beginning of the Civil

War. Having grown up in the South, he decided to enter the Confederate Army. At

the end of the war he found there was little left to encourage him in life in Virginia.

Therefore, he came to St. Louis at the beginning of the year 1866. He obtained a job as

a clerk in a wholesale book and stationery firm and four years later was admitted to

partnership in that firm. Later he became sole proprietor of this company, which

turned out to be very prosperous. When Boland married Catherine Thomas in 1872 they

settled on the Thomas estate. This was then called Claverach - Welsh for cloverleaf.

          Boland's granddaughter has written a manuscript describing the Claverach estate

and the house on it. The house consisted of one-half stories, the bricks were painted

white, it had a slate roof and dormer windows. The roof slanted north and south. A

driveway led around the barn and went straight through the fields in a maple bordered

lane one fourth of a mile to Clayton Road. This driveway is now Crestwood Drive.

          The house and garden were surrounded by rolling fields, which on either side

run over a hill to the second hills which were wooded. On each hill, the one to the

east and that to the west, was a large wooden hay shed standing in the meadows where

the harvested hay was put, Any surplus hay left after feeding the horses and cattle

on the farm was sold. The eastern hill is now Forest Ridge, Southmoor and Oak Knoll

Park: the western hill is the ridge on the east side of Hanley Road.

          Incidentally, the granddaughter  of John L. Boland mentioned died recently. She
was also related to Mark Twain. The bulk of the Boland estate was sold in 1921, al-

though the house stood until 1925 and was in possession of the Boland family until

then.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF MOORLANDS PARK (the original name of Claverach Park)

          The Friday October 7, 1921 issue of the Watchman Advocate - published in Clayton -

has an article entitled "Moorlands Park to be Opened Soon" -with the sub-title "Old

Boland Estate One of the Most Beautiful Adjoining the City of St. Louis". Part of

this article reads as follows:

          "Announcement of the opening in the near future of a new subdivision called Moot--

lands Park, located on Wydown Boulevard west of Pennsylvania (now Big Bend) , was made

last Saturday. This property is known as the old Boland Estate and was for years one

Of the most beautiful country estates adjoining the city.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF MOORLANDS PARK (the original name of Claverach Park)

          The Friday October 7, 1921 issue of the Watchman Advocate - published in Claytop -

has an article entitled "Moorlands Park to be Opened Soon" - with the sub-title "Old

Boland Estate One of the Most Beautiful Adjoining the City of St. Louis". Part of

this article reads as follows:

          "Announcement of the opening in the near future of a new subdivision called Moor-

lands Park, located on Wydown Boulevard west of Pennsylvania (now Big Bend) , was made

last Saturday. This property is known as the old Boland Estate and was for years one

of the most beautiful country estates adjoining the city''.

          'The property has recently been purchased by a syndicate of prominent St. Louisans

who plan to develop it in conformity with the surrounding places, which are Brentmoor,

West Brentmoor, Southmoor, and Forest Ridge. The usual procedure in selling newly

developed districts will not be followed, it was announced, as the high character of

the district is readily apparent to the prospective builder."

          The Moorlands Land Company, with S. T. Bixby as President, was the developer of

the subdivision. Bixby was one of the three original trustees, the others being

Frederick L. Cornwell and W. E, Holbrook.

          There is in existence a map on the basis of a survey made in January 1922 of

the original platting of Moorlands Park. A copy of this map is attached. It shows

that, with one exception, the names of the streets then were different than at the

present: time. For example, Crestwood Drive was Boland Drive and Ridgemoor was Clay-

tonia Terrace. The street numbers, also, at that time corresponded to the sequence

which is presently found in the Moorlands addition - that is, for example, on Boland

Drive and Claytonia Terrace the numbers were in the 800's and 900's. Furthermore,

the joint entrance to Ridgemoor and Brroadview were not: developed until later.

          As mentioned above, the island in the center of Crestwood contained the old

Boland homestead. Early purchasers of land in Moorlands Park were given to under-

stand that in the future there would only be one house on that island. It will be

noted in the attached map that that is the way that block A is laid out.

          Some of the earliest houses in the park are the ones at the south end of the

east side of Ridgemoor - namely Numbers 40, 42 and 44. A house built somewhat later,

23 Ridgemoor, and now occupied by Mr. and Charles Mann, was named the Globe Democrat

Dreamhouse of 1924. 847 Crestwood is also one of the older houses in the park. The

streets were paved and lights were put in about 1926.

          Among the early residents of the Park were the Robertsons (of Robertson Air-

craft) who lived at 39 Ridgemcor and at one time entertained Charles Lindbergh of

transatlantic fame there. Another family were the Trovas who lived at 40 Ridgemoor

Their little son, Emest Trova, at that time was more interested in the drums than

in art. Charles Yale, who had started out in life as a dentist, rived at 29

Ridgemoor for a time.

          Transportation at the time, aside from private automobiles, was provided by the

Clayton streetcar which traveled down Wydown Boulevard. The center grassy strip

used to be the right-of-way for this streetcar, It started out in the city, came

south on Skinker then turned onto Wydown and traveled along Wydown to west of Hanley

Road to Central (along what is now the northern border of Polo Drive) and went up

Central to the Courthouse and turned left on Forsyth, went west on Forsyth to what

is now Shaw Park.; and then turned south and went between what is now Shaw Park and

the Senior High School, west towards Ladue and the John Burroughs School.
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          In 1929 the name of Moorlands Park was changed to Claverach Park. There were

apparently several reasons for this change. One was the opening of the Moorlands

addition to development immediately to the west of the original Moorlands Park.

This subdivision was less spaciously laid out than the original Moorlands Park and

it also included apartment buildings - contrary to the situation in Moorlands Park.

Some of the residents there also disturbed by being identified with street names

which also applied in Richmond Heights where housing of a much less affluent character existed and people did such things as advertise for boarders. Consequently

the name of the subdivision was changed to Claverach Park and the streets were

renamed and renumbered to the present system.

          It might, parenthetically, be pointed out here that also in the year 1929 the

Glenridge School was constructed. Funds for this construction were obtained from

a bond issue passed in the November 1928 election (the election in which Herbert

Hoover defeated Alfred Smith). The Clayton School Board had for five years held

an option on the property of the future Glenridge School and was forced to pay

$3,000 for it, which was double the price it could have been obtained for five

years previously. The cost of construction of the school was $51,500 (somewhat

less than the million dollars plus which is now required for the new Demun School).

          The new entrance from Clayton Road to Ridgemoor and Broadview was constructed

in the 1930's, In the indenture presently in effect, which was adopted in 1934, it

is mentioned that the Agents shall have the authority to purchase lots 41 and 42 of

Block 10, which are now occupied by the houses on the extreme south ends of the west

side of Ridgemoor and the east side of Broadview. The purpose of this suggested

purchase was to add them to the park which already existed there and to presumably

enhance the new entrance, It was stated, however, that the lots could only be purchased for reasonable prices and paid out of current funds, if same were available,

apparently this was not the case.

          It should also be noted that in that same indenture it is specified that the

minimum construction prices of houses which were to be erected in the Park were to

range from $12,000 to $17,500 (depending on lot size). This again gives an indication of the change in construction costs which have taken place.

          In addition to assessments for construction of the new entrance and the gates

on Clayton Road and also the ones on Wydown the residents were assessed in the 30's

for improvements in the paving of Clayton Road. (in 1946 part of the southern edge

of Claverach Park was deeded to the city for the construction of the sidewalk on

Clayton Road which now exists 
here.)

          Another item of interest in the 1930's was a proposal by the owners of Oak Knoll,

(a private estate at the time), to develop a certain portion of the frontage of Oak

Knoll on Clayton Road for commercial purposes. A letter from Harland Bartholomew

and Associates to the Agents of Claverach Park dated August 27, 1937 outlined the

proposal. It drew an immediate angry response from the agents in form of a letter

to the property owners of Claverach Park. Despite offers by the owners of Oak Knoll

to install what they claimed was proper screening etc., the property owners in the

surrounding areas apparently persuaded the Zoning Commission of Clayton to turn down

the proposal.

THE 1940's AND 1950's

          For the writing of this short history, minutes of the meetings of the Agents of

Claverach Park dating from 1943 to 1960 where available. In what follows, some of

the items from these minutes will be cited to show that the problems which residents

of the Park today might consider to be relatively new, have existed for a long time.

Other tidbits will be mentioned for what may be their own intrinsic interest.

          At the annual meeting on April 27, 1944 the employment of a night watchman was

urged in view of "hold-up of a maid at night by a colored man.....and a robbery re-

cently of a house in the Park". Financial records of the Park dating back to the

30's and 40's indicate that watchman's salaries were paid at that time. Therefore, it

is not clear whether the reference about as to a night watchman rather than one

working during the day, or whether the employment of watchman had been discontinued

for some years and it was felt desirable to re-establish the practice.

          At the 1945 annual meeting it was announced that Larry Trigg, who had been

Gardener of the Park, was going to be transferred to duties as the night watchman.

However, at the next annual meeting it was decided that the utility of a walking

night watchman was limited in a Park the size of Claverach. Apparently nobody at

that time had yet thought of providing him with an automobile. It was the con-

census of the meeting that if a robber wanted to stage a robbery, he would first

locate the night watchman and make sure he was in another section of the Park be-

fore he attempted his burglary. Then "in view of the fact that the expense of

a night watchman is a heavy drain on the treasury, it was voted unanimously to discontinue 

the services".

           In 1949, however, a new watchman, Elmer Luepker, was hired - together with his

car. At first he was supported partially by Park funds, partially by contributions

from the City of Clayton, and partially by voluntary contributions from the residents.

At the 1959 annual meeting it was announced that the City of Clayton would no longer

subsidize the watchman's salary with the $55 monthly that had previously been con-

tributed. The Park would have to pick up the extra expense as of July 1, 1960.

           In 1946 and 1947 there was great dispute among the residents about the desir-

ability of opening and closing of the gates and the periods for which it should be

done. Prior to that time the gates were only closed for six weeks during the summer

- various gates, including the one on East Moorlands Drive, being alternately closed

for a period of two weeks each between the period of July 15 and September 1. Appar-

ently the increased number of automobiles in the Park and surrounding areas caused

many residents to desire opening and closing of the gates year round. After much

debate back and forth, arguments, etc. the present schedule was finally established.

          At the annual meeting of April 29, 1949 the question of traffic in the Park was

taken up at length. What follows is a quote from minutes of that meeting.

          "Sentiment in Claverach Park seems to be strongly gaining in favor of taking

some form of action on closing gates permanently to eliminate speeding, through

traffic, and accidents that have occurred constantly within the limits of the Park.

A showing of hands was requested to indicate the feelings of those present in favor

or opposed to the following suggestions: All these suggestions were given purely

for the purpose to indicate to the Agents the sentiment of those present so as to

serve as a guide to them for future action.

A very substantial majority were in favor of closing some gates permanently.

A majority opposed closing the Crestwood gate at Clayton only.

There was a majority in favor of closing both gates on Clayton Road permanently.

The question of installing bumps in the streets similar to those used on the Wash-

ington University campus was brought up for consideration of the Agents.

The question of installing horses at alternate intervals was also discussed. In view

of the fact this was tried on previous occasions, but had proven unsuccessful be-

cause of opposition from property owners, and due to the fact the horses were con-

stantly moved out of place by residents and others, this solution seemed not to be

a likely one."

          As late as 1952 it was announced that there might be a drive to obtain proxies

for the annual meeting for a vote for the purpose of opening the gates throughout

the year, with the exception of the summer months closing, which had been the

earlier practice. The move to do this lost at the annual meeting on July 15.

          At the 1956 annual meeting a very lengthy discussion was carried on in conn-

nection with the best method of stopping speeding in Claverach Park. Some property

owners favored the return of the wooden horses, others suggested that steelhorses

might be obtained. The majority, however, seemed to be in favor of placing the

bumps at strategic points throughout the Park similar to those "recently installed

at either end of Hillvale Drive", (in 1956, that is).

Some of the matters relating to traffic:

          At the 1944 annual meeting the necessity for illuminating street signs at night

was discussed. The general opinion was that our street signs were inadequate, both

day and night". (!!)  Also at that meeting it was decided that "The Public Service

Company of St. Louis should be requested to stop their car (streetcar, that is), at

Crestwood Drive in view of gas rationing and the increased use of that stop by resi-

dents on that street." (Incidentally, at that same meeting it was also decided that

"the police department should be requested to stop necking parties in automobiles

parked at night in our streets. It is becoming increasingly objectionable to some

residents."'

                      By the time of the 1958 annual meeting, the streetcar had long dis-

appeared from Wydown (bus service was substituted in 1949) and "Mr. Waltuch, our Clay-

ton Alderman, reported that consideration is being given to the installation of a

traffic light at Big Bend and Wydown Boulevards."

          The upkeep of the Park areas, trees, shrubs, etc. in the Park has always been

a major concern to the Agents, after Larry Trigg was transferred to watchman duties

in 1945, a new gardener, Thomas Vakura - a naturalized citizen - was hired.

          Tom, the new gardener, apparently did not work out too weIl in the view of the

Agents. He spent a lot of time developing the entrances to the Park- including

the laying out of a Japanese garden at the Ridgemoor-Broadview entrance to Clayton

Road - but apparently neglecting some of his other duties. (He endeared himself to

the children of Claverach Park by going around in a Santa Claus suit at Christmas

time and giving gifts.)

          In 1949 a new gardener, Walter Lindner, was hired to replace Torn. Walter served

in that capacity until 1967.

          One of the problems the Agents had in the early 50's was the existence of a

nursery school at 7112 Wydown Boulevard. This had been established by Mrs. Sally

Neiger after the death of her husband during World War II when the Agents felt very

sympathetic towards her because of her Ioss and agreed to the establishment of the

school as long as the neighbors wouldn't object. A suit was brought by Miss Con-

stance McLaughlin in 1953 to remove this school because of its violation of the

indentures.

          The question of the transfer of the sewers to either the City of Clayton or the

Metropolitan Sewer District was brought up as early as 1955. This was a dozen years

or so before the transfer was actually accomplished. The problem seemed to be that

the Sewer District would not accept the sewers unless certain repairs were made first.

The funds for this were not available at the time the transfer was first discussed.

          An indication of the declining value of the dollar (as if we needed any more!)

is that as late as 1945 the annual assessment was 506 per front foot. The assess-

ments for 1942 and 1944 were actually skipped - apparently there was a surplus in

the treasury. By the later 40's, however, it was found necessary to levy extra

assessments of $0.25 per front foot. Another indication is the inflation in property

values in the Park. At the 1956 annual meeting the sale of 23 properties sold in

Claverach Park over the past two years and four months was discussed. The average

sale price had amounted to $30,550.  The highest price obtained was $38,000. The

lowest was $20,000.
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TO: RESZDENTS OF CLAVEE
ACH PtLr;tK

FROM: ERIC 
JEGER

          The attached is a first attempt to gather some of the material which is avail-

able on the history of Claverach Park. It is only a first sketchy effort and I

must apologize for the lack of detail, especially that pertaining to early years

of the Park.

          The main problem seems is the lack of written information - notably my in-

ability to locate minutes of the meeting of the Agents before 1943. If any resi-

dents have any clues as to where these missing minutes might be, we would all great -

ly appreciate if you would contact me so that we might be able to fill in some of

the early history of the Park, Incidentally, I was also not able to locate the

minutes for the years 1960 to 1965. If anybody has any information as to the pres-

ence of those minutes, it would also be appreciated if you would contact me.

           I made an attempt to determine the ages of some of the older houses in the

Park. However, the Assessor's Office at the Courthouse will not allow an indivi-

dual to look at assessment cards other than those of his own property. The em-

ployees at the Courthouse - at the time that I was there -were too busy to spend

time looking up the cards for all the 212 houses in the Park. Therefore, it would

be appreciated if residents who occupy some of the older houses in the Park - dating

back to perhaps 1922 - would let me know about their dates of construction so that

they can be included in the next revised or expanded addition of this history.

          I have gone through several volumes of the Watchman Advocate - a paper pub-

lished in Clayton which contains a great deal of local news. I did this in order

to try to locate any items specifically regarding Claverach Park. The only article

I was able to find was that which is quoted in the history and announces the found-

ing of the subdivision. There may very well be many more articles about the Park

in that paper or others , but I did not have the time to peruse more than a limited

number of volumes.

          It would be greatly appreciated if any readers of the attached pages have addi-

tionaI information - especially written records - if they would transmit them to me

so that they can be used in a better version which hopefully can be put out within

the next year. Verbal reminiscences would also be helpful and interesting.

          There are probably a number of inaccuracies in the first edition. I would

be thankful to anyone who would point them out to me.  My address is:

18 Ridgemoor

(Phone: 862-2211)

